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The Boulder Bookstore is probably my favorite indie
bookstore. Twenty five years ago they hired a feng shui expert to design the
interior (of course they did—it’s Boulder), but the place is super crowded
and claustrophobic anyway. The children’s section has a nice feel to it,
though. I like that they always have all the Asterix and Adventures of Tintin
comics for sale. I drew the storefront in July 2011.
1107 Pearl St, Boulder, Colorado 80302
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In June 2011 I had an unexpected trip
to Glens Falls, New York. My dad had
emergency surgery. It was pretty scary
stuff—it took him four weeks to be well
enough to go home.

Red Fox Books was down
the street from the hospital. It was a
tiny shop in a historic building. They
had brick walls, parquet floors, and a
pressed tin ceiling. The exterior is just
how you would picture an independent
book store. All very cute.
I got this book for the
plane ride home.
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Red Fox went out of business just a
few months after my visit.

THE USED BOOK EMPORIUM
in Longmont, Colorado was my
closest local bookstore for about five
years. I love that they use the font
Hobo in their signage.
I drew the store front in July 2011.
That was when I bought this $1.50
copy of a fantasy novel from the
1980s. It was a pretty awful.
346 Main St, Longmont, Colorado 80501
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Oblong Books

’ Millerton location (in 2011) and then the
I drew
Rhinebeck location (in 2016) for the owner who’s a Twitter-friend of
mine. Sadly, I haven’t visited either.
26 Main St, Millerton, New York 12546
6422 Montgomery St. Rhinebeck, NY 12572

4

Brookline Booksmith in Massachusetts asked me in the
summer of 2016 to draw their store for t-shirts and mugs. Coincidentally,
I already had one ready that I had drawn for a friend.
279 Harvard St, Brookline, Massachusetts 02446
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In May 2014 I went to New
York to meet with art directors
and designers at a bunch of book
publishers.

BookCourt was a short walk
from sister’s apartment in Brooklyn
Heights, which is where I stayed.
I liked how the store spanned two
old buildings. The brick building
and the wood siding building were
easily unified by the same colored
trim. (That dude on the bench was
actually smoking and checking his
phone. I forced him to read a book,
and I put him in a button-down.)
In the fall of 2015 I noticed that
BookCourt’s Twitter account was
using my illustration as their profile
photo. I’m glad they like it, but it
would have been nice if they had
asked my permission first.
BookCourt closed at the end of
December 2016.
163 Court St, Brooklyn,
New York 11201
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The Tattered Cover Book Store’s 16th street location
is in a historic Denver warehouse. The interior is really great: wood floor
boards and brick walls.
The last time I was there in October 2014 I was totally confused because
I couldn’t find the stairs to the second floor. Sometime after I moved to
California the bookstore closed off their upstairs and rented the space to
somebody else. I suppose that’s better than going out of business.
1628 16th Street, Denver, Colorado 80202

On my first visit in 2011 I
found this on the staff pick
shelves. It’s an amusing
Medieval fantasy world cop
drama. I’m still working
on reading all of Pratchett’s
Discworld books.
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Harvard Book Store

I drew the
in June 2013. The Association
of American University Presses held its annual conference in Boston. I
attended, and during some downtime I made a point to visit the store.
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I posted my drawing (left) online,
and shortly after the marketing
manager for the Harvard
Book Store found it. He asked
me if they could use it on the
bookmarks that they hand out.
Then in 2014 they commissioned
me to illustrate another
bookmark for them (right) and
a mug (below) for Independent
Bookstore Day.
1256 Massachusetts Ave,
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
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(on the front cover)

Librairie Drawn & Quarterly is the most charming
comic shop I’ve ever been to. I bought a couple comics in French (but I’ve
only had three years of high school French class).
My wife and I visited Montreal in July of 2014. My parents live only
two and a half hours from there in New York, but this was my first visit!
I wanted to visit Drawn & Quarterly’s bookstore, but Google Maps took
us to the D&Q publishing office. Before turning around I peeked in their
building. They have their own café with a barista and everything!
211 Bernard Ouest. Montreal, Quebec H2T 2K5

(on the back cover)

Mysterious Galaxy is in San Diego, CA. It specializes in
fantasy and science fiction books. The actual store doesn’t look at all like
this, but I thought it would be fun to draw it as a bookstore in a Medieval
fantasy land ( June 2014).
5943 Balboa Ave., Suite #100. San Diego, CA 92111
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